INTRODUCTION
Previous works on marine leeches in Brazilian waters are scarce and based on compilations (Pinto, 1923; Ringuelet, 1944) and single records (Soto, 2000) , including hirudineans of Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Paraguay, and Uruguay. Between January 1991 and June 2001, several specimens of marine leeches were collected which had adhered to the dorsal region of coastal sharks on the Rio Grande do Sul coast, and which were stored in the Invertebrate section of the Museu Oceanográfico do Vale do Itajaí (MOVI). All leeches are males 71 to 182 mm in total length; the hosts are subadults and adults of common sharks of the southern Brazilian coast (Table 1) . The nomenclature of the angel sharks of the Squatina complex follows Soto (2001) . The ectoparasite was identified as Stibarobdella loricata (Harding, 1924) (Clitellata, Piscicolidae, Ichthyobdellinae) ( Fig. 1) , a typical genus and species of leech ectoparasitic on elasmobranchs, based on a dichotomous key of Llewellyn (1966) and some other particular characters presented by the same author.
The species is characterized by a fusiform body tapering gradually towards the anterior end long and circular in cross-section when fully gorged, but somewhat flattened dorso-ventrally in starved specimens. The anterior sucker is cup-shaped and attached eccentrically so that the dorsal surface is longer than the ventral. It is generally circular but may be slightly flattened laterally, so that its opening becomes slit-like. It possesses a marginal fringe and generally three pairs of inconspicuous papillae on each side. The anterior sucker is often about equal in size to the posterior sucker, but when both are fully expanded the latter is slightly larger.
The anterior sucker is usually three times the diameter of its point of attachment but never exceeds the greatest diameter of the body.
The posterior sucker is cup-shaped when contracted and its diameter is then less than the greatest diameter of the body, but approximately equals it when expanded. This sucker is attached centrally and is greater in diameter than its point of attachment. The color of all specimens examined is olive green (fresh) or pale yellow (fixed). A diagram illustrating the annulation, tuberculation, and suckers of a single specimen of S. loricata is shown in Figs. 2 and 3 .
The spectrum of the fish hosts include unidentified oceanic sharks and the distribution is large in circumglobal tropical waters (Llewellyn, 1966) (Fig. 4) 
Fig. 2 -A typical
Stibarobdella loricata in dorsal view, according to Llewellyn (1966) . See the same author for abbreviations of annulation, tuberculation, and suckers. Llewellyn (1966) . See Fig. 2 to localize the structures. 
